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Aims today

 Responsibilities of a national names 
authority

 Some criteria for names standardization
 Sample forms
 Some types of problems to consider
 Publicity – promotional dvd from South 

Africa



Names authorities ...

A

B
C

Names discussions:
A. Mongolia
B. Canada – advisory committee
C. Australia – NSW board



Responsibilities of a names authority

 Responsibilities and scope of decisions?
 Developing policies and guidelines to support 

names approval or rejection
 Making decisions/recommendations on names
 Assuring minutes, names decisions … are 

made generally available

 Other tasks?
– displays, talks, workshops
– promotion in media, conferences



… impact of decisions

 Board looked to for independent unbiased judgement
 Decisions may affect highway signs, laws, maps, etc.
 Decisions are important to future generations
 Integrity and effectiveness of board at stake

– Slow and sure!
 ..... avoid political interference



Policies and principles  - 1

 Develop according to country’s needs
– current and long-standing local usage
– univocity / multilingual areas
– duplication in small area?
– variations in spelling in associated features?
– derogatory and pejorative names
– generic terminology



Policies and principles - 2

– generic terms for part of the whole
– statutory names
– commercial names
– personal names and commemoration
– preferred types of names where no local use
– use of council resolutions
– areas of restricted naming
– changing names



Ontario examples

 Agenda for a 
Board meeting

 Sample name 
submission
– (name change 

Farrell Lake to 
Farren Lake)







Some sample documents and forms

 Act for a names board (e.g. Ontario, Canada)
– Terms of Reference

 Naming principles
– Procedural Guidelines

 Forms for public submissions
– New Zealand, South Africa 
– Canada - undersea features

 Detailed naming process
– New Zealand



National 
Toponymic Services 
Board … Database

Dissemination

Field recording &
investigation
delineation

Policies, procedures,
guidelines, standards Tools, Training

Outreach to
international 
community

Geographical
Names 
Core Activities



Some thoughts on
name decisions

Types of problems encountered



… for the Board and Secretariat

 Where do we start?
 Language and spelling
 How much evidence is needed for a name 

to be approved?
 Changing names
 Type of feature/application of a name
 The public and the politics



Where do we start?

 Perhaps all names on a published 
map could be considered official

– then add and modify
 May be starting from card records



Language and spelling

 Unwritten language
 Differences in spelling 
 Multiple names in the same language
 Multiple languages
 Romanization



… one name, or more?



How much support?

 How many people?  Who? 
 How much evidence?



Changing names

 Names recorded with incorrect spelling
 Names well known
 Names locally used or names of 

“colonial”/military/historical use
 Names now considered derogatory or 

pejorative
 Names that are no longer known



Type of feature / application of name

 What is extent of named feature?
– geographically
– toponymically 

 What type of feature is named?
 What are the correct coordinates?



The public and the politics

 What public input should be involved in 
the naming process?

 How does the Board avoid political 
interference?
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